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A new 3-minute video clip tells why, after 15 years of suc-
cess in finding ways to reverse the Leatherback sea turtle’s 
spiral to extinction, we now expand our efforts to tackle 
more marine environmental challenges.  It includes Dr.  
Larry McKenna’s video of a Leatherback hatchling crawling 
to sea on the Indonesian beach where S.O.L.O. found suc-
cess and tells how one partly grown male Leatherback died 
in the Philippines.  Please have a look today on our subsidi-
ary organization’s website, 11thhourheroes.org ,  
or its Facebook page, @11thHour Heroes .  Then help us 
share our story and need for funding!  The oceans can-
not wait for someone else to do it!  Nor can the Leather-
backs and other sea turtles! 

Hi!  Welcome to this current 
newsletter.  Inside you’ll find  
news you may not know about 
our troubled oceans including 
many harms done by mankind.  
One example:  thousands of 
Portuguese Men of War 
washed up on British beaches 
from hurricanes.  A jelly fish 
on the beach is more lethal 
than in the sea.  Do not touch! 
 

Our campaign to begin 
activities to restore the health 
of our oceans is moving along 

well.  We have one limitation at present… funds.  Our 
Foundation is composed of all volunteers (including me) who 
pitch in with efforts and sometimes with scarce funds from 
pensions and retirement moneys.  Our first project in the 
Philippines is funded in part that way.  Our Leatherback 
successes were funded with great help by Disney, the Knopf 
Family Foundation and many other persons and corporations. 
Deep thanks to all who helped! 
 

Please join in to help us in this new, global endeavor.  The 
sick oceans all around us appear beautiful, but underneath the 
surface exists terrible destruction we have all caused.  Future 
generations will not have productive oceans, unless we fix the 
harms now.  Come on!  Join us and know we will be hard at 
work to fix the damages, one by one, as funds will allow.  
Please donate at saveourleatherbacks.org today!  The 
oceans cannot wait for someone else to do it!  Donations to 
our 501(c)(3) foundation are US tax deductible per IRS code. 
 

—Larry McKenna, Founder                  

View the 11th Hour Heroes Story 

Dead young Leatherback sea turtle on a stretcher,  
photo from Marine Wildlife Watch of the Philippines 

http://www.11thhourheroes.org
https://www.facebook.com/11thHourHeroes/
http://www.saveourleatherbacks.org/donate.php
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Join S.O.L.O. and 11th Hour Heroes at DEMA! 

At DEMA, Nov. 1-4, 2017, in Orlando, FL, Save Our Leatherbacks Operation and its new subset, 11th Hour Heroes,, 
will share Booth #636 (on the show floor close to the Image Resource Center).  Our “Turtle Boutique” will have many 
great gifts so you can shop for the upcoming holiday season and support our efforts while doing so! 
 

We will present “Saving Our Oceans: 11th Hour Heroes Are Actively Making Our 1st Project a Success!”:      
    Wed. Nov. 1                4:00-4:45 PM                    Image Resource Center (Booth #523) on the show floor 

    Thurs. Nov. 2             11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310A 
     Fri. Nov 3                  11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310C 
     Sat. Nov 4                 11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310E 
 

If you are attending DEMA, please stop by to join us by learning, volunteering, and donating to help make our efforts a 
success! 

 Highlights from 2017 Philippines Turtle Discovery Tour 

With the holiday season fast approaching, please consider these ways to support S.O.L.O. while you shop: 
 

S.O.L.O.’s Gift Emporium has the largest, most complete array of turtle gifts at www.saveourleatherbacks.org . 
 

AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of purchase prices (excluding subscriptions).  Use your usual amazon.com account, but 
your must go to www.smile.amazon.com to shop.  On your first visit, be sure to search for and select “Save Our Leath-
erbacks Operation” as the charity you support.  There is no change to prices and Amazon Prime benefits do apply.   
 

goodshopGive donates as much as 7.5% of the purchase price of goods you buy online AND provides online discount 
coupons.  Each coupon displays details of the discount and the donation.  Visit www.goodsearch.com/give to register, 
then search for and select “Save Our Leatherbacks Operation — SOLO”, as the charity you support.   
 

Please support us in one or all of these ways as you do your holiday shopping! 

The 21017 tour covered many great Philippine dive sites starting 
with Tubbataha and Jesse Beazley Reef, continuing through  the 
wrecks in Coron and on to Apo Reef before finishing with Verde 
Island (where our subset, 11th Hour Heroes, is beginning its first 
project) and Anilao.  We witnessed firsthand the protective benefits 
that the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park enjoys from being a World 
Heritage Site, in the fine condition of the coral reefs and the abun-
dance of marine life including sharks, huge fish schools, and much 
more.  Sea turtles were of course seen on many of the dives 
throughout the trip.  Verde Island and Anilao amazed us with bio-
diversity.  Dr. Charles Birkeland also gave informative evening 
lectures about reefs and sustainable fishing practices.  It surprised 
many of us to learn the best fishing practice is to take medium 
sized fish.  The largest fish have the highest fertility, and of course, 
small, young fish have not yet had the chance to reproduce. Expeditioners and several of the Dive Masters 

Many Ways to Support S.O.L.O. 

We’d like to share some recent insights about highly endangered Leatherbacks and other sea turtles.  Please share widely 
with all others who share passion for our turtles and our seas, and please ask them to please join you in donating to 
help us today!  Donations are US tax deductible and may be made at saveourleatherbacks.org . 
 

From among much activity, we’d like to highlight three efforts.  Sea Turtle, Inc. staff rescued eggs from 50 miles of Tex-
as beach ahead of Hurricane Harvey; then after the storm passed, they rescued baby turtles that had helplessly washed 
ashore during the storm (Washington Post, Andrew deGrandpre, Aug. 2017).  Green, Loggerhead, and Leatherback  
turtles—40 hatchlings and ten that were larger and injured—were evacuated from Loggerhead Marine Life Center in  
Juno Beach, FL to Georgia Aquarium ahead of hurricane Irma (ABC News, M. L. Nestel, Sept. 2017).  1,500 Green and  

Turtle Alerts 
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https://smile.amazon.com
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Loggerhead turtle hatchlings were rescued following Hurricane Irma, held in pools at Brevard Zoo, and then released by 
Florida Fish and Wildlife (Florida Today, Jim Waymer, Sept. 2017).  Leatherback nesting season was over, but Irma 
destroyed 25% of the season’s Loggerhead nests on some Florida beaches (NY Times, Karen Weintraub, Oct. 2017). 
 

Scientists confirmed that four species of sea turtles (Kemp's Ridley, 
Loggerhead, Green, and Hawksbill) were definitively exposed the 
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf  of Mexico.  They be-
lieve that Leatherbacks were also exposed, and they calculate that 
100% of heavily oiled sea turtles died and 30% of less severely oiled 
turtles died.  Further, 20% of  all juvenile Kemp’s Ridley turtles pre-
sent in the Gulf of Mexico during that time perished from the effects 
of the spill.   
 

Sea turtles were exposed to oil in the sea, to oil and tar balls that 
washed up on nesting beaches, and to oil that bioaccumulated 
through their food chain.  Though Deepwater Horizon was an un-
precedented event, many smaller spills, leaks, and tank flushings 
from boats operating in seas all across the globe do add up.  The 
chart below explains in detail the many miserable ways that human 
caused oil spills harm sea turtles.  (Sources;  NOAA, Apr. 2017; 
Mitchelmore et al., “Toxicological estimation of mortality of oceanic 
sea turtles oiled during the Deepwater Horizon oil spill”, Jan. 2017) 
 

Kemp’s Ridley Turtle oiled by Deepwater Horizon 
(NOAA photo by Blair Witherington, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation) 

     Chart from Michelmore et al., Jan. 2017 

 Turtle Alerts cont’d 
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Blood samples taken from sea turtles in Great Barrier Reef coastal areas contained medication to treat gout, kidney 
stones and heart problems as well as ingredients used in adhesive, sealant, and lubricant.  Dr. Amy Heffernan of the Uni-
versity of Queensland is quoted: “the harmful health effects these chemicals have had on the turtles is distressing with 
biomarkers indicating inflammation and liver dysfunction.”  (UQ News, June 2017) 

Nesting female Leatherback and Loggerhead sea turtles in South Africa are get-
ting smaller according to Nelson Mandela University research, and the reason is 
not well understood.  Professor Ronel Nel is quoted: “Once a sea turtle reaches 
sexual maturity, it doesn’t grow any more … What this means is that those turtles 
that show a decline in size will never catch up.”  Compared to a 40-50 year base-
line, the smaller turtles are laying the same number of eggs, but the eggs are 
smaller, and the hatchlings are also smaller.   

200 baby  turtles washed up dead in South Africa during the 2014-15 season.  
Most died from ingesting plastic, such as bottle caps, which punctured their intes-
tines, bladder or other organs.  Professor Nel is quoted:  “Hard plastics with sharp 
edges are a problem.”  Turtles can’t regurgitate, and small young turtles are par-
ticularly vulnerable.  (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University News, July 2017) 

 
 

During the first four months of 2017, Leatherback sea turtles followed tasty 
jellyfish being pushed toward the South Carolina coast by tides and winds.  
As they neared shore, fourteen turtles died mostly from human causes:  
eight were stricken by boats, three were found entangled alive in mooring 
lines or crab fishing gear but could not be saved, and three died from un-
known causes, according to Michelle Pate of  South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources.  (The Post and Courier, Bo Peterson, Apr. 2017) 
 

Of sea turtle populations worldwide, 95 grew and 
35 declined (see overview at right).  Those that 
grew benefited from conservation efforts to pro-
tect beaches, regulate fishing, and establish ma-
rine protected areas.  Special encouragement is 
found from Green turtles in the Hawaiian French 
Frigate Shoals which grew from a mere 200 in 
1973 to about 2000 in 2012 (Science Advances, 
Dr. Antonios Mazaris et al., Sept. 2017, “Global 
sea turtle conservation success”; Herp Digest, 
Joanna Klein, Sept. 2017).  This confirms what 
can be done!  Please help us do more—donate  
at saveourleatherbacks.org (US tax deductible)! 

 Turtle Alerts cont’d 

Leatherback hatchlings-Papua, Indonesia 
(photo from Dr. Larry McKenna) 

Graphic from Science Advances, Mazaris et al., Sept. 2017 

Leatherback crawling to nest in Papua, Indonesia 
(photo from video by  Dr. Larry McKenna) 
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